
BY STEVE WOLF

On Nov. 21, state and city officials joined open-space advocates in 
Charlesgate Park for a classic good news/bad news announcement. 

The good news: the Commonwealth has committed funding for 
a massive redesign and rebuilding of the Bowker Overpass and adjacent 
ramps on Storrow Drive. (Recent Bowker ramp repairs are only meant to 
last a decade.) For $180 million, Mass Highways will build a new overpass 
and new Storrow eastbound flyover. The dual projects will also launch the 
long-planned makeover of Charlesgate, originally designed by Frederick 
Law Olmsted but brutalized in the 20th century by highway construction 
(including the Bowker). A new configuration will increase parkland; relink 
the Esplanade and the Back Bay Fens for pedestrians and cyclists; restore 
the Muddy River channel where it enters the Charles; and increase bike/
pedestrian connections from Beacon Street to the Esplanade. 

The bad news? Project sequencing will mean roughly seven years of 
disruption, beginning with the Bowker reconstruction, projected to start 
by late 2024 and last two and a half years. Just as that wraps up in 2027, 
MassDOT will put the Storrow work out to bid. Assuming the work begins 
later that year, it would end in 2032. 

Steve Wolf lives in the West Fens.
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Future Holds Big Changes 
for Bowker, Charlesgate

Advocacy Convinces MBTA  
to Restore 55 Bus Route
BY RUTH KHOWAIS

The MBTA held a virtual Bus 
Network Redesign meeting on 
Nov. 2 to update the public on the 
Better Bus Project. Interest in the 

meeting was overwhelming, with 300 people 
participating on Zoom. Many more tried to 
log in, but a cap on meeting size kept them off 
the site. Due to the interest, the agency held 
another meeting Nov. 14. 

Moderator Regan Checchio said that the 
bus redesign committee had received 20,000 
public comments since the proposal was 
announced in May and had read them all.

Many residents—including from the 
Fenway—complained about the proposed new 
routes. In the original MBTA proposal, the 55 
bus was scheduled to run from the LMA to  
Kendall Square via Hynes Station, eliminating 
the popular Copley Square and Prudential 
stops. 

Justin Antos from the MBTA announced 
that 85 of the 134 proposed routes would 
return to their original configurations. He said 

PHO
TO

: M
ASSDO

T

At the announcement, Nov. 21, from left: Parker James, Charlesgate Alliance; 
Karen Mauney-Brodek, president of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy; 
Commissioner Doug Rice, Department of Conservation and Recreation; State 
Sen. Will Brownsberger; Anthony Pangaro, Esplanade Association; MassDOT 
secretary Jamey Tesler; City Councilor Kenzie Bok; and John Gulliver, highway 
administrator at MassDOT.

that these changes were made in response 
to public feedback received on the draft 
proposal. Reverting to the original routes will 
improve access to hospitals and senior centers 
and reduce walking distances for seniors and 
riders with disabilities.

Thanks to strong and consistent advocacy 
by Fenway residents and the support of our 
elected officials, the 55 will continue to run 
to Copley Square from 6am to 7pm daily. The 
list of restored routes also included the 47 and 
39 buses.

Antos also announced that the MBTA 
planned to increase bus service by 25 percent 
despite its shortage of drivers.

The T also plans to improve bus shelters, 
lighting and change the way the MBTA 
collects fares. The route changes are planned 
to start next summer and may take five years 
to fully implement.

Ruth Khowais lives in the West Fens. 
See page 3 for more Bus Network Redesign 
news.

LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS:
GOVERNOR & BALLOT QUESTIONS

DEC. 17
WASABI FENWAY BOWL
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AT FENWAY PARK
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BY ALISON PULTINAS

In late October, Boston University 
submitted a proposed 10-year 
institutional master plan (IMP) with 
descriptions of potential future 

projects. 
The first stated guiding principle 

for the 2023–2033 IMP is “grow 
internally to build a more dense, 
walkable, sustainable, and transit-
friendly campus.”  

The deadline for public comments 
is Dec. 13 (although Dec. 15 was 
mentioned at the Nov. 21 remote 
meeting of the BU Task Force.)

So far, the BPDA has held only one 
public meeting, but more are promised. 
BU’s director of city relations, Ken Ryan 

said another Task Force session should 
be scheduled before the comment 
period ends. However, according to 
BPDA project manager Tyler Ross, none 
have been announced.

Of 59 attendees at the Nov. 21 
meeting, more than one-third were BU 
staff or paid consultants. City Councilor 
Kenzie Bok and all 17 members of the 
Task Force—including chairperson 
Pam Beale, owner of Cornwall’s Pub—
attended. 

Ninety minutes into the meeting, 
the host inadvertently ended the video 
connection, and many did not log back 
when the meeting resumed. However, 
the meeting recording and presentation 
are posted on the BPDA website under 
the “planning for higher education” 
section.

Fenway CDC’s Richard Giordano 
asked about enrollment projections. 
BU’s senior vice president of operation, 
Derek Howe, said the university plans 
to maintain the current freshmen class 
size of 3,100 students, compared to 
4,011 admitted last year.

 Alison Pultinas lives in Mission Hill.

WORK BEGINS ON REVIEW OF B.U. ’S
TEN-YEAR CAMPUS MASTER PLAN

On The Other Hand... 
Maybe Speed Up?
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The Department of Conservation & 
Recreation has installed a new sign on 
Park Drive near Justine Mee Liff Park 
reminding drivers to slow down to 
accommodate geese.
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“Comforting the afflicted and  
afflicting the comfortable.”

The founders of The Fenway News adopted 
this motto to express their mission of exposing 

and opposing the dangers the neighborhood 
faced in the early 1970s—rampant arson, 

predatory landlords, and a destructive urban 
renewal plan. If the original motto no longer 

fits today’s Fenway, we remain committed to its 
spirit of identifying problems and making our 
neighborhood a better and safer place to live.

125 St. Botolph St.
617-247-9779
MassAveLock@

verizon.net

FAMILY-OWNED AND -OPERATED 
FOR 50 YEARS—AND COUNTING!

Lockouts  Master Key Systems
High-Security Key Systems

Mailbox Keys Keys Made by Code
Door Closers  Deadbolts

Mass Ave 
Locksmith

Open 9-3, Monday-Friday

> FREQUENCY <
 Our next issue will appear on 

Friday, January 6.
> DEADLINE < 

The deadline for letters, news items,  
and ads for our next issue is  

Friday, December 30.

Thanks For Supporting Cross-
Country Ride To Benefit Homeless 
Groups
Editor’s Note: Carl Koechlin served as 
executive director of the Fenway CDC for 12 
years. 
TO THE EDITOR

When my 18-year-old son Josh and 
I set out on Memorial Day on our 

3,551-mile cross-country bicycle trip from 
Anacortes, Washington, we took a little bit of 
the Fenway neighborhood with us. It wasn’t 
in our panniers, which were packed tight with 
clothes, tools, food and assorted equipment. 

Rather, it was in our hearts, because 
the Fenway and Fenway CDC were such 
important parts of my commitment to 
affordable housing and ending homelessness, 

the cause to which we dedicated our ride. 
We want to thank the Fenway for that 

formative inspiration, as well as for the 
generous contributions that many of my 
friends in the Fenway made to the homeless 
organizations for which we raised funds. 
Thanks in part to that support, we have so 
far raised $12,000 for Pine Street Inn and 

Letters

$8,000 for the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness. 

I also want to thank in advance any 
other Fenway News readers who want to 
learn  more about our ride and might feel 
inspired to contribute to one or both of these 
organizations. Find out more more and 
contribute at Ridingforhome.org.                                                                      

CARL NAGY-KOECHLIN
DORCHESTER

Proposed Star Market Relocation 
Needs Rethinking 
TO THE EDITOR

There has been much controversy sur-
rounding Star Market’s relocation to the 

Landmark Center. I am extremely opposed to 
the move due to safety concerns. Huge swaths 
of West Fens residents and workers live and 
work on the same side of the street as the cur-
rent Star Market location at 33 Kilmarnock St. 
and don’t have to cross the street to get there.

The new Star Market location is too 
dangerous. It means that people will have to 
cross the Fenway, Brookline Avenue, Park 
Drive, Boylston Street, and the Riverway to 
get to the Landmark Center. This is like go-
ing through a five-lane highway to get food. 
There have already been bicycle deaths and 
other near misses at the intersection near Star 

Market. There will be many more. On top of 
that, many people have health concerns and 
children.

My calls to my District 8 councilor to 
“kill it” were to no avail. A spokesperson says 
that construction has already begun and the 
neighborhood needs to make the best of a bad 
situation with pedestrian friendly alternatives. 

There needs to be an Arthur Fiedler 
footbridge built. A shuttle has been mentioned, 
but as is the case with the entire MBTA, there 
are too many problems with it. The many 
questions include: how often will the shuttle 
run? Who will finance it? Where will the 
shuttle stop? And how many shuttle vans will 
run? Will Star Market and/or the developer 
pay for Uber? Right now, customers enjoy free 
parking at the present Star Market. 

There has been office and research and 
development space proposed on the site of Star 
Market. There is a better solution. Why not put 
this complex at Landmark Center where Star 
Market is set to be and renovate the present 
Star Market piece-by-piece? Another solution 
is to have Target expand their food selection 
and become the grocery store for Fenway 
residents. It is much safer.

This Star Market move is the worst 
idea in my 41 years of living in the Fenway 
neighborhood.

LISA FAY
WEST FENS
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At 305 Brookline And Beyond, Protect Parks from Building Shadows
BY MARIE FUKUDA

Despite the Fenway’s ever-changing environment, one 
constant that I have witnessed in my more than 37 
years living here is residents’ passionate support of and 
love for our parks. 

The Back Bay Fens is the oldest portion of the Emerald 
Necklace, designed with Frederick Law Olmsted’s singular vision 
for a park that would solve complex public health problems while 
providing respite and restoring the souls of city dwellers. A quote 
from Olmsted, included in Boston’s Open Space Plan 2015-2021, 
reflects this intent: “We want a ground to which people may easily 
go after their day’s work is done, and where they may stroll for an 
hour seeing, hearing and feeling nothing of the bustle and jar of 
the street. We want, especially, the greatest possible contrast with 
the restraining and confining conditions which compel us to walk 
circumspectly, watchfully, jealously, which compel us to look closely 
upon others without sympathy.” 

In recent years, we’ve seen the Herculean effort and glimmering 
promise that result when 
the will and power of 
City and State officials 
unite with the desire of 

citizens to protect and improve this treasured park network. From 
addressing flooding threats and improving waterways to restoring 
ecological diversity and human access, the Muddy River Project and 
Justine Mee Liff Park restoration have yielded enduring lessons and 
concrete examples of ways that investments in the environment 
improve our parks landscape and our daily lives.

These investments have been substantial, but so has the 
Fenway’s growth and its need for parkland. At the time of the last 
Open Space Plan (https://documents.boston.gov/parks/pdfs/
OSRP_2015-2021.pdf)—written well before construction of most 
of the high-rise housing in the West Fens—the Fenway had the 
second-highest population density of all Boston neighborhoods, but 
only 3.68 acres of open space for every 1,000 residents, less than half 
of the citywide average of 7.64 acres. 

The COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted the value of 
urban parks, and Fenway residents like me who were able to connect 
with trees and birds, picnic by the river, lace up for a jog, or tend 
garden plots in the Fens, were bound even more closely to the legacy 
Olmsted had gifted us.

Today, the Fenway faces a new challenge, one that previous 
state representatives anticipated in efforts to incorporate Back Bay 
Fens into shadow-protection legislation (https://malegislature.
gov/Bills/188/H826). The Longwood Place/305 Brookline Avenue 
project proposes large-scale redevelopment of six acres of low-rise 

dormitories within the Simmons University campus, situated close 
to Liff Park and The Riverway. The proposed design—with buildings 
up to 333 feet tall—threatens to cast significant, new shadow onto 
both these parks and key connections to the T’s Longwood Station 
and the newly-restored Carlton Street footbridge.

The negative ecological outcomes of these shadows on parkland 
are complex, spanning soil temperature and plant photosynthesis; 
health of turf and native tree succession; and stabilization of the 
steep bank along the Riverway—as well as human safety and access. 
But what is undeniable is simple: that a project that casts shadow 
onto historic, irreplaceable parkland will do so permanently. 

Experts have been solicited to estimate the detrimental impacts 
of the project so that developers might provide what is being called 
a robust benefits package to the city.  But there is simply no way to 
calculate such permanent injury to parks and communities.

That these impacts on the Necklace will not be undone—not 
for us, nor for those in the future—needs to ring loudly in our ears. 
And if such responsibility weren’t burden enough, the precedent of 
a developer’s paying to damage parklands, once established, could 
spread to unprotected parks citywide, and that should raise alarm 
for all of us.

Together with many long-term Fenway residents, I have seen 
strong City leadership and collaboration across departments and 
sectors produce solutions to seemingly intractable challenges. We 
want to see our institutions continue to succeed in educating young 
people. We also want to see our parkland preserved for current and 
future residents and for the ecosystem of our city and planet. 

These two desires need not present either/or choices. I call for 
project proponents, with the leadership and guidance of the Wu 
administration, to continue the wisdom of previous city planners 
and declare off-limits the green spaces that allow the city’s built 
environment to thrive. All development worthy of Boston must start 
with this basic premise. 

But we must first hear from our city leadership that they 
recognize the inestimable value of our parks and the historic 
goals of planning (https://ia802707.us.archive.org/35/items/
emeraldnecklacep00walm/emeraldnecklacep00walm.pdf) and 
will deliver with conscience what is in their hands —the assured 
protection of our parks, which are essential for the wellbeing of our 
communities.

Marie Fukuda lives in the East Fens. An open-space advocate, she 
has served on the steering committe of the Boston Park Advocates; Parks 
and Open Space committee co-chair for Fenway Civic Assoc.; co-chair of 
the Fenway Garden Society Tree Committee; Rose Garden Committee for 
the Emerald Necklace Conservancy; and the Boston Urban Forest Coun-
cil. She serves on the boards of several community-park friends groups.

Guest Opinion

The Fenway News will skip our usual 
fundraising letter this year, but  
we still need your support. 

Our GoFundMe campaign helped 
clear the debt we owed our printer, 
but we still have to pay them, our 
editor, and our delivery team each 
month. Please consider adding  your 
favorite neighborhood paper to 

your year-end donations. 

You’ve kept us chugging along for 
nearly 50 years. Can we count on 
you again? To donate, visit  www.
gofundme.com/f/save-the-
fenway-news or send a check made 
out to The Fenway News at   
PO Box 230277 / Astor Station / 
Boston MA 02123

No applause 
(but do send 

money)

http://Ridingforhome.org
mailto:fenwaynews%40gmail.com?subject=
https://fenwaynews.org/
https://documents.boston.gov/parks/pdfs/OSRP_2015-2021.pdf
https://documents.boston.gov/parks/pdfs/OSRP_2015-2021.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/188/H826
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/188/H826
https://ia802707.us.archive.org/35/items/emeraldnecklacep00walm/emeraldnecklacep00walm.pdf
https://ia802707.us.archive.org/35/items/emeraldnecklacep00walm/emeraldnecklacep00walm.pdf
http://www.gofundme.com/f/save-the-fenway-news
http://www.gofundme.com/f/save-the-fenway-news
http://www.gofundme.com/f/save-the-fenway-news
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TRASH & RECYCLING PICK-UP
• BACK BAY: Trash and recycling on Monday and Thursday
• FENWAY: Trash and recycling on Tuesday and Friday
• MISSION HILL: Trash and recycling on Tuesday and Friday

DASHBOARD

BY ALISON PULTINAS

The long-serving Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC) for 
Turnpike Air Rights Parcels 12-
15 met Nov.  15, one day after a 

public meeting on the latest plan for 
Parcel 13 at Massachusetts Avenue 
and Boylston Street. 

The latest proposal calls for 
roughly 330,000 square feet of labs 
and housing—about 125 units, all 
affordable. Complete affordability 
represents an unusual proposal from 
a for-profit developer. Developer Don 
Peebles says income from the lab 
space and tax credits would make the 
financing pencil out. 

Chaired by Meg Mainzer-Cohen 
of the business-oriented Back Bay 
Association, the CAC comprises Back 
Bay and Fenway organizations and a 
representative of the Boston Society 
of Architects. Just five members 
attended the Nov. 15 meeting.

Members Conrad Armstrong and 
Kathleen Brill raised concerns about 

including condo owners from 360 
Newbury St. after their representative 
resigned. The development would abut 
360 Newbury, which underwent an 
award-winning redesign by architect 
Frank Gehry in the late 1980s. (TJ Maxx 
occupies the bottom three floors, 
originally filled by Tower Records.)

Sarah Black, BPDA project 
manager, said adding members to 
a CAC requires a more complicated 
process, involving the mayor’s 
office, than adding members to an 
Impact Advisory Group. Lack of any 
resolution to the discussion suggested 
that the BPDA would not revise the 
membership.

MassDOT owns the parcel, and 
the project would also rehabilitate 
the Green Line’s Hynes Station. 
Assuming Commonwealth approval, 
an environmental impact review would 
take place under the City’s Article 
80 process in spring 2023. Mark 
Rosenshein of Trademark Partners, 
representing Peebles, said that would 
mirror the timeline of an application 

for federal low-income-housing tax 
credits. All 125 apartments would be 
restricted to households earning 30 to 
80 percent of area median income.

Back Bay residents at both this 
and the previous night’s meeting 
criticized the 178-foot height of 
the level-2 biolab component while 
supporting the housing, which would 
rise to 120 feet. Mechanical equipment 
would add another 20 feet to both 
height projections, but the BPDA 
allows developers to ignore that 
when calculating building height. 
One attendee said 345 residents had 
signed a petition to the BPDA opposing 
the height as a new zoning precedent 
in the Back Bay Architectural District.

CAC members asked Peebles 
to come back with a refined façade 
design. Councilor Kenzie Bok also said 
she wasn’t a fan of the current design.

The plan includes no garage, 
and Back Bay residents argued for a 
ban on residential parking stickers for 
building residents. Peebles questioned 
the ethics of preventing lower-income 

residents from parking on public 
streets when the project would bring 
significant affordable housing to a 
neighborhood with a scarce supply. He 
also noted the project’s proximity to 
major transit lines and a micromobility 
hub that would reduce the need for 
residents to own cars.

Peebles’s multimillion mitigation 
package includes far-reaching 
improvements at Hynes Station—a 
MassDOT prerequisite in the initial 
bidding on the site—including multiple 
new entrances, renovated entry lobby 
and train platforms, and universal 
accessibility. The Hynes has been 
called the busiest T station without 
accessibility for all users. Fenway 
Civic Association President Tim Horn 
praised the proposal for the station 
improvements. 

If approved, the Peebles team 
said it anticipated that a closing would 
take place in 2024 and construction 
would wrap up in 2027.

Alison Pultinas lives in Mission 
Hill.

Parcel 13 Plan Could Mean Housing, Labs, And Hynes Station Revamp 

BY ALISON PULTINAS

The MBTA Board approved the Bus 
Network Redesign (BNRD) plan 
at its Nov. 17 meeting, despite not 
having the required equity analysis 

completed. The analysis is scheduled to be 
presented to the public on Dec. 6. 

At the meeting, the Conservation Law 
Foundation asked the Board to delay its vote 
and agree to another round of public review, 
arguing that the many changes in 134 bus 
routes still aren’t fully vetted. 

 Many riders are happy that the revised 
plan retains Copley Square as a destination 
for the 39 and 55 routes. Planned increases in 
service to the Longwood area will affect the 
Fenway and Mission Hill; those changes have 
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yet to be fully fleshed out.
The 22 and 28 routes will now run to 

Roxbury Crossing, Brigham Circle, and 
Brookline Avenue instead of Ruggles Station. 
A new route, the T12, will run between 
Brookline Village and the Seaport via the 
Longwood area and Roxbury Crossing. 

As stated at the meeting, the first focus 
for all proposed route changes will be capital 
infrastructure—specifically, creating more 
bus-only lanes. However, MBTA Board mem-
ber Scott Darling pointed out that shortage of 
bus drivers is even more critical. The MBTA is 
short nearly 300 operators and will need an-
other 440 to realize the five-year BNRD plan 
fully. In testimony on Nov. 17, Mayor Wu sup-
ported the Board vote and promised to work 

Architect David Lee, bike-shop owner Jeff Ferris, and BTD planner Tyler Lew 
discuss plans for the Columbus Avenue corridor

As T Advances Route Updates, City Aims For Bus-Only Lane on Columbus

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3FyfRS0
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 626 1558

Monday, December 5
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Fenway Zoning Public Meeting

Project Description:
Join the BPDA team for a virtual public meeting to learn more about planning 
and zoning in Fenway. We will include basic information about how zoning 
works to regulate development and a more detailed analysis of existing 
zoning in the West Fenway district. We also seek to gather input on the 
neighborhood’s zoning and a number of future planning considerations, 
which will be studied and discussed over the next few months. 

Meet the members of the Boston Planning & Development Agency’s planning 
team, share your ideas, and learn about the planning process and how you 
can get involved.

The information at this meeting is crucial to you as a Boston resident, and 
stakeholder. Language Access services are available at no cost to you. If you 
require these services, please contact (cyrus.miceli@boston.gov) no later than: 
11/30/22

对于您作为波士顿的居民和利益相关者，本次会议的信息至关重要。与会的语言服务
免费。如果您需要这些语言翻译服务，请在下方的日期时间之前联系

(cyrus.miceli@boston.gov）：11/30/22

作為波士頓居民和利益相關者，這次會議中的資訊對您非常重要。我們可以向您免費
提供語言輔助服務。如果您要求這些服務，請在以下時間之前聯絡 

(cyrus.miceli@boston.gov) : 11/30/22 

mail to: Cyrus Miceli
  Boston Planning & Development Agency
  One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
  Boston, MA 02201
phone:   617.918.4423
email:  cyrus.miceli@boston.gov

with the MBTA for bus-priority lanes.
Another virtual meeting is scheduled 

Dec. 12 at 6pm to discuss a proposal to intro-
duce two center-running, bus-only lanes on 
the Columbus Avenue/Tremont Street corridor 
from Jackson Square to Ruggles Station. The 
project is jointly sponsored by the MBTA and 
transit planners from the Boston Transporta-
tion Department.

Outreach on the corridor so far has 
included a Zoom public meeting in October, 
virtual discussions with local community 

organizations, and an in-person open house 
with a catered dinner at Roxbury Community 
College. Feedback on the project has focused 
on safety, where bikers and pedestrians 
experience unsafe conditions crossing 
Columbus or at intersections on the Southwest 
Corridor.

Register for the Dec. 12 meeting at 
www.mbta.com/events/2022-12-12/public-
meeting-tremontcolumbus-avenue-bus-
lanes-phase-2.

Alison Pultinas lives in Mission Hill.

We Believe That Everyone  
Deserves Access To  
High-Quality, Affordable  
Health Care.

Has your employment situation recently changed?  
Are you currently uninsured? 

If you live in MA, we can help you enroll in insurance.  
We can also talk to you about our sliding fee schedule.  
Call us at 617.927.6000. No one is denied care based  
on ability to pay.

FENWAY HEALTH  |  1340 Boylston Street  |  Boston, MA 02215 
617.267.0900  |  fenwayhealth.org C

O
M
M
-6

4
1

https://www.mbta.com/events/2022-12-12/public-meeting-tremontcolumbus-avenue-bus-lanes-phase-2
https://www.mbta.com/events/2022-12-12/public-meeting-tremontcolumbus-avenue-bus-lanes-phase-2
https://www.mbta.com/events/2022-12-12/public-meeting-tremontcolumbus-avenue-bus-lanes-phase-2
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Let’s Solve Problems Together!
WHERE?

Virtual sessions, on Zoom
WHEN?

7pm to 9pm,
Monday & Thursday nights

LEARN MORE & REGISTER NOW AT
https://bridgetocalculus.sites.northeastern.edu/
OR EMAIL
btc@northeastern.edu OR
b.veetel@northeastern.edu

BY BEVERLY SKY

I am a visual artist. In preparation for 
my two-week residency at the Spring 
Creek Project / Andrews Experimental 
Forest in Oregon, I purchased extra-large 

tubes of yellow and blue watercolor pigments, 
anticipating creating several notebooks full 
of “greens” in the shape of forests. My large 
checked bag was filled with all my supplies 
and weighed exactly 49 pounds. The carry-
on held everything else. I had a studio at the 
former home of the renowned author and 
environmentalist Barry Lopez and his wife, 
the writer Debra Gwartney, situated across the 
road from the flowing McKenzie River three 
miles from the Andrews Forest.

Driving from Eugene to Finn Rock in 
the late afternoon, I was surprised to see just 
a few triangles of evergreen trees among all 
the leafless. I thought to myself, “oh, it’s early 
winter here, and the trees have lost their leaves 
already, like Vermont in winter.”

It was not until after I arrived that I 
learned about the Holiday Farm Fire that 
swept through here on Sept. 7, 2020. All these 

I Went To Paint A Forest. I Came Back With A Burning Question

“My House Is On Fire: Ode to Greta Thunberg” by Beverly Sky

IM
AGE CO
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Y

BURNING QUESTION on page 6 > 

ICYMI loves Fenwickians in the 
news, and we’ve got two this 
month. Carol Lasky won The New 
Yorker’s weekly contest for cartoon 
captions—determined by readers’ votes. The results appeared in 
the Nov. 28 issue. Meanwhile, the Globe illustrated an article on 
the winter-solstice light show at Mt. Auburn Cemetery with a 
picture of musician Brian Clague playing violin at last year’s 
show.  Two 2022 Preservation Awards from the Boston 
Preservation Alliance landed on opposite sides of the Fenway. 
The group honored restoration of the Christian Science Plaza 
and redevelopment of the former Sears warehouse building, 
now known as 401 Park. Watch short videos on both at www.
bostonpreservation.org/awards/2022.  Fenway Sports Group (aka the Red 
Sox’ owners) put its British soccer team, Liverpool FC, up for sale.  ICYMI 
dropped the ball last month by failing to note a promotion at the Fenway 
Alliance. Genevieve Day has beome co-executive director and will share 

YIC MI

duties with longtime ED Kelly 
Brilliant.  Music lovers get a 
chance to see Handel & Haydn’s 
new music director in action at 

the Society’s baroque Christmas concert on the 15th and 16th. H+H 
announced the appointment of Jonathan Cohen—a Grammy-

winning Brit who’s led chamber orchestras in Europe and North 
America—as successor to Harry Christophers. Cohen, 44, 
already has three H+H performances under his belt.  Globe 
business columnist Jon Chesto reports that opposition from 
Back Bay businesses and elected officials has successfully split 

sale of the Hynes Center from expansion of the South Boston 
convention center. Gov. Charlie Baker had hoped to sell the Hynes 

for private development and use the proceeds to fund the expansion in 
Southie. The Mass Convention Center Authority now says it will book shows 
at the Hynes through 2025. It hasn’t ruled out a future sale but says it will 
pursue one of two renovation options for the Hynes. 

grey trees were dead, only they hadn’t fallen 
yet. Snags, they called them. They would 
be downed within the next five years from a 
powerful rain or wind event. I was profoundly 
moved by what now appeared to me to be a 
wasteland. “Climate Change” and “Global 
Warming” were terms that seemed abstract to 
me before, but now I could see that this was 
truly a Climate Crisis.

Established in 1948 and located within 
the Willamette National Forest, the H.J. An-
drews Experimental Forest is a 16-thousand-
acre green sea of vegetation with some trees 
that are 700 years old, 10 feet thick, and over 
250 feet high. This old growth forest is a long-
term ecological research center with a focus 
on climate change, vegetation succession, bio-
geochemical cycling, and forest management. 
To quote John Luoma in his book, The Hidden 
Forest: “The Andrews… is the most studied 
primal forest ecosystem on this continent and 
perhaps the planet.”

What a sensorial relief it was to be in this 
green wonderland. Trees ornamented with 

hanging Spanish moss, trunks covered in a 
wild variety of green velvet lichens and algae. 

The fragrance of clean, fresh pine and damp 
earth was exhilarating. Everywhere I looked 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
A LOT HAPPENED IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS SINCE  

OUR LAST ISSUE, INCLUDING...

http://www.bostonpreservation.org/awards/2022
http://www.bostonpreservation.org/awards/2022
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The team with a combined 
40+ years experience in 
The Fenway.
Experts in Sales, Investments, Rentals, and Property Management.

The Fenway Group at Compass
Scott McNeill
617.818.0079
scott.mcneill@compass.com
TheFenwayGroup.com

BY RUTH KHOWAIS

On Nov. 15, the Boston Parks and Recreation Department held a meeting 
to outline plans for redevelopment of the Kenmore block of the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall. Architect Arthur Gilman designed the 32-
acre mall in the French boulevard style in 1856. The Kenmore block runs 

from Charlesgate West to Kenmore Street between the inbound and outbound 
lanes of Commonwealth Avenue. 

Public meetings about the block began in 2019 and included consultation 
with the Friends of the Public Garden. Concerns raised in earlier meetings include 
speeding on inbound Commonwealth Avenue and the poor condition of brick 
paving within the block. Participants on the 15th cited the hazardous midblock 
crossing; the problematic location of the Lombard light (replica of an ornate 
streetlight from Hamburg, Germany’s Lombard Bridge); missing and damaged 
benches; and edge plantings that reduce visibility intothe park. 

On the positive side, the block’s mature trees are beautiful and need to be 
preserved. The Parks Department wants to keep all the trees, but a 2019 tree-
health assessment concluded that many are in poor health.

The department proposes opening the end of the park—now fenced off—to 
connect to the rest of the Mall; keeping the open lawn but relocating the memorial 
bench; relocating the Lombard lamp; adding bike racks, terraced stone seating, 
and an interior walkway; and introducing movable chairs and tables.

The department expects construction to start in the late spring of 2024.
Ruth Khowais lives in the West Fens.

City Readies Plan To Upgrade 
Last Block Of Comm Ave Mall 

meetings
COMMUNITY

MON, DEC. 5 The BPDA hosts a virtual 
FENWAY ZONING PUBLIC MEETING. The 
presentation will include basic information 
about how zoning works to regulate 
development and a more detailed analysis of 
existing zoning in the West Fens. The BPDA 
will also gather input on the neighborhood’s 
zoning and future planning considerations, 
for study and discussion over the next few 
months. 6pm. Register at   https://tinyurl.
com/ms74pubx. Contact Cyrus Miceli at 
cyrus.miceli@boston.gov or (617) 918-4423 
with questions.
TUE, DEC. 6 The Boston Parks Department 
hosts BACK BAY FENS PATHWAYS DESIGN 
MEETING #2. Virtual meeting, held jointly 
with the Boston Landmarks Commission. 
6pm. Email lauren.bryant@boston.gov for 
more information. 

SAT, DEC. 10 The Fenway CDC’s PILOT AC-
TION GROUP will host a virtual information 
session at 7pm. Register at https://tinyurl.
com/mr2skz5e. Visit https://tinyurl.com/
mwy8ss7u or email enidaeckstein@gmail.
com for more information. 
SAT, DEC. 10 Join the Fenway CDC 
for a 55 BUS RIDE-ALONG AND PIZZA 
CELEBRATION. 3:10–5pm. Meet at the Jersey 
St./Boylston Str. stop. The pizza celebration 
takes place at the Fenway Community 
Center. Contact Leo Ruiz Sanchez at 
lruizsanchez@fenwaycdc.org or (857) 302-
0523 with questions.
SUN, DEC. 11 Fenway CDC Organizing 
Committee hosts a HOLIDAY SOCIAL at the 
Fenway Community Center. 1–2:30pm. 
RSVP to cwhite@fenwaycdc.org.

Boasting powerful 
sustainability features, 
BU’s Center for Computing 
and Data Sciences is slated 
to open in December. At 
345,000 square feet, the 
331-foot tower at 645-665 
Commonwealth Ave. will 
be the city’s largest fossil-
fuel-free building. It will 
rely on geothermal wells 
for heating and cooling, 
rigorous insulation, and 
adjustable shades to 
block or welcome sunlight 
according to the season. 
Toronto-based KPMB 
Architects designed the 
building to bring together 
the departments of 
mathematics, statistics, 
and computer science and 
maximize opportunities 
for collaboration and 
interconnectivity.

SUSTAINABILITY RISES AT B.U.
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East Fens resident Nasreen Latif took on the task of transforming a formerly 
barren and vacant lot next to the Symphony Road Community Garden by planting 
a carpet of marigolds. The field continued to bloom into November this year. 

A Gift That Keeps On Giving
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BY ALISON PULTINAS

Over 20 signers—many 
Kenmore Square residents— 
have petitioned the Boston 
Landmarks Commission to 

designate the Hotel Buckminster a City 
landmark. The Boston Preservation 
Alliance sponsored the petition. 

At a Nov. 22 hearing, the 
Commission took two votes on the 
hotel. The first proposed upgrading a 
1980s historical survey that classified 
the building as of local significance. 
The second was to accept the petition 
and begin the process of thoroughly 
researching the building’s history. Both 
votes were unanimous.

To win designation as an official 
Boston landmark, a property needs to 

demonstrate regional or national signifi-
cance. A presentation at the meeting laid 
out some of the hotel’s notable history. In 
the 1930s it housed the studios of WNAC, 
the first radio station in New England to 
broadcast from Boston. In the 1940s, the 
hotel housed the First Army Command 
Headquarters, and military police housed 
German POWs there. In the early 1950s 
promoter George Wein moved Storyville, 
the famed jazz club, into the hotel, where 
it stayed for two years.

City Councilor Kenzie Bok spoke 
at the hearing to support the petition, 
describing the Buckminster as a visual 
anchor for the square, especially relevant 
amid the “contemporizing” of the 
Kenmore neighborhood.

Alison Pultinas lives in Mission Hill.

BUCKMINSTER COULD WIN LANDMARK STATUS 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS on page 7 > 

http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/05/fenway-zoning-public-meeting
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/05/fenway-zoning-public-meeting
mailto:lauren.bryant%40boston.gov?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/mr2skz5e
https://tinyurl.com/mr2skz5e
https://tinyurl.com/mwy8ss7u
https://tinyurl.com/mwy8ss7u
mailto:enidaeckstein%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:enidaeckstein%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lruizsanchez%40fenwaycdc.org?subject=
mailto:cwhite%40fenwaycdc.org?subject=
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BY ALISON PULTINAS

On Sunday, Nov. 6, Boston 
Public School cheerleading 
teams spent six hours at 
the Reggie Lewis Center 

in Roxbury Crossing, warming 
up, practicing, then competing for 
championship medals in an annual city 
high school cheer tournament.

Eight teams warmed up in the 
gym then performed in the field house 
in front of three judges. There was a 
surprisingly large crowd of spectators 
and a Boston Neighborhood Network 
film crew. Three Northeastern 
University cheerleaders served as 
spotters and later helped distribute 
medals. 

Each team had just two and a 
half minutes to display their creative 
routines. The winners were Latin 
School Wolfpack (pictured; junior 
varsity division); Brighton Bengals 
(medium division); and the Latin 
Academy Dragons (large division). 

In related news, the City Council’s education committee, chaired by Councilor Julia Mejia, 
held a hearing on Nov. 17 about the lack of athletic opportunities for BPS students. While 
offerings like cheer and dance are options at certain schools, many only offer football, baseball, 

soccer, basketball, and volleyball—and those 
are the larger schools. Swimming and tennis 
are available at just two high schools, and only 
Boston Latin School offers golf, lacrosse, and 
field hockey. Ice hockey and cross-country 
teams are also rare.

In certain instances, students can try 
out for unified teams (for example, Fenway 
High and Snowden combine their athletic 
programs), but opportunities are limited and 
can vary. Mejia suggests convening a blue-
ribbon commission to study the issue of equity 
and access related to athletic offerings. 

Alison Pultinas lives in Mission Hill.

> BURNING QUESTION from page 4  
it hanging Spanish moss, trunks covered in 
a wild variety of green velvet lichens and 
algae. The fragrance of clean, fresh pine and 
damp earth was exhilarating. Everywhere 
I looked it seemed as though some unseen 
gardener had been landscaping the woodlands. 
The ground was spongy with mounds of 
mosses, mushrooms, and flowers. Because old 
growth forests contain more diversified and 
established vegetation and are much cooler 
and damper than young forests, scientists have 
discovered that these woodlands are more 
resistant to high severity fires. That is why 
we were in an oasis of green surrounded by 
175,000 acres of burned wood. 

Fred Swanson, our guide, asked us what 
our impressions were, and I said, “we are in a 
Museum of Time here.” A living museum of 
history that shows us what has been happening 
for over 500 years. The surrounding treeless 
mountains have to start all over again. Will 
five generations from now be able to have this 
luxurious, lush life experience? What a pre-
cious resource these ancients are for humani-

The Fenway Tree Farm (1400 Boylston Street) offers Christmas trees, wreaths, 
and other evergreen products. Shoppers can walk or drive up daily for full service. 
Hours are 10am–6pm Monday to Wednesday and 8am–9pm Thursday to Saturday. 

Xmas Trees Crowd The Station
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ty’s future. These woods have so much to teach 
us, and we are only now beginning to listen to 
them. They hold our history in their rings.

Instead of painting the bucolic and 
majestic arboreal evergreens, I wound up 
watching videos of the fire. Searing interviews 
with the survivors and rescuers. Heartbreaking 
stories of 3am knocks on the door with three 
minutes to grab your cat and leave. Cell 
phones dead, one road out, the roar and heat 
of the inferno blazing the mountains and 
bellowing 50 mile an hour winds, rushing 
through the valley. 

Incredibly, no one died except the forest. 
The towns of Blue River, Finn Rock, Nimrod, 
and Vida were incinerated. Here and there, a 
house was spared. The Lopez house survived. 
All that remained of Barry Lopez’s nearby 
studio and archive of his life’s work was ash.

Adding to this was the silence. No birds 
singing. No longer silent spring. We have 
entered the silent summer, fall, and winter. I 
never saw a deer, or any other animal other 
than a small chipmunk and one lonely hawk. 
Fellow resident and poet Ellen Bass saw a 

quail that apparently lives under the Lopez 
house with her little brood. 

The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife organized a tour for us to see the 
artificially created Chinook salmon spawning 
ground on the upper McKenzie River. We 
watched from the banks as a few females 
shimmied the gravel in anticipation of laying 
eggs. 

The salmon travel from the ocean, fasting 
in the fresh water as they plow their way 100 
miles upriver. The journey began five years 
ago when they left this river to swim part 
of the circumference of the Pacific Ocean, 
eventually returning to their birthplace. This 
arduous upstream swim, through several 
dams, begins in February and winds up in 
Finn Rock, annually around Sept. 17. From 
Sept. 17 to Sept. 20, a few people came to the 
banks of the McKenzie opposite the Lopez 
house to watch for the return of the salmon. I 
saw one female. However, 30 years ago, you 
could almost walk across the river on the 
backs of the salmon. 

I went to see the Cougar Hot Springs 
and the nearby reservoir created by the South 
Fork of the McKenzie River. The water in 
the reservoir was down to less than half of 
the dark, high-water-marked line of the past. 
Drought is visiting here too.

My creative time at the Spring Creek 
Project and the Andrews Old Growth Forest 
turned out to be something of a lamentation 
for what was no longer here. I try to take heart 
that the underbrush is back, and the Fire Lily 
has bloomed, but what was lost will not be 
restored for a long time. I have lots of leftover 
yellow and blue paint but no more red and 
orange. 

As a Northeasterner, I am grateful for 
this opportunity to experience what is now the 
new normal in Oregon and California. Now, 
I understand the climate crisis is coming my 
way too. And sooner than I had realized.

Our house is on fire.
What shall we do?
Beverly Sky is an artist at the Fenway 

Studios and co-director of the Fenway 
Gallery. View her paintings at issuu.com/
skybooks/docs/spring_creek_project_
residency_final
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On Nov. 12 and 13, Fenway Studios on Ipswich Street hosted its open studios for 
the first time in three years. Pictured: Patricia Burton’s studio.

Fenway Studios Opens Its Doors

Cheerleaders Compete At Lewis Center, 
But Athletic Programs Scarce In BPS
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Artists On The Rise

The Arts Academy held a ninth-
grade Exploratory Exhibition on 
Nov. 10.

To attend these events, RSVP to Tracey 
or Sara at (617) 536-7154. For more 
information about Operation PEACE 
programs and senior programming, visit 
www.operationpeaceboston.org. The 
Peterborough Senior Center will be closed 
Dec. 27 to Dec. 29. Some events take place 
at the Peterborough Senior Center (PSC), 
and others take place at the Fenway 
Community Center (FCC).

• Tue, Dec. 6 at 12pm: HOLIDAY BINGO at 
the PSC

• Wed, Dec. 14 at 1pm: NEW ENGLAND 
CONSERVATORY ENSEMBLE at the FCC

• Tue, Dec. 20 at 1pm: HOLIDAY TRIVIA 
(with snacks) at the PSC

• Thursdays at 11:30am: COFFEE AND 
CONVERSATIONS at the FCC

SENIOR EVENTS

The Fenway Community Center is now 
open six days a week. Visit https://
fenwaycommunitycenter.org/ for 
more details.
• Tuesdays at 5:30pm: KUNG FU

• Thursdays at 1:00pm: HANDS TO 
HEART CENTER—YOGA FOR THE 
PEOPLE 

@ THE CENTER
• YELLOW DOOR 

TAQUERIA opened at 
1619 Tremont St. in 
Mission Hill in mid-
November. This is the

  restaurant’s third location.
• TENDERONI’S, a bigger version of 

Tiffani Faison’s 1970s-themed pizza 
restaurant downtown, has opened 
in the old Tiger Mama space on 
Boylston Street in the West Fens.

• PESCADOR has opened in the Hotel 
Commonwealth in Kenmore Square. 

Urban Meritage, which owns the 
retail floor of the building, brought 
in New York’s Blue Ribbon Restau-
rants to fill the spaces left by Garrett 
Harker, who built Eastern Standard 
and the Hawthorne into local institu-
tions. During the pandemic, Harker 
waged a very public battle with 
Urban Meritage over rent increases 
and eventually left. He plans to open 
four new restaurants this year in the 
Bower complex between Kenmore 
and Audubon Circle.

EATS
BEAT
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• MON, DEC 5: Fenway Zoning Public 
Meeting. Virtual, 6-8pm. Reviewing 
zoning with 11 million sq ft of 
development already in the pipeline. 
www.bostonplans.org/news-
calendar/calendar/2022/12/05/
fenway-zoning-public-meeting

• TUE, DEC 6: Longwood Place IAG 
meeting. Virtual, 6pm. www.
bostonplans.org/news-calendar/
calendar/2022/12/06/longwood-
place-impact-advisory-group-meeting

• TUE, DEC 6: Fens Pathway Redesign 
Meeting, Virtual, 6pm. Email lauren.
bryant@boston.gov for to register.

• WED, DEC 7: Fenway Tree Lighting, 
6pm. Outside the Rose Garden. Then, 
free skating, 7-9pm, at 401 Park.

CIVIC AGENDA

http://issuu.com/skybooks/docs/spring_creek_project_residency_final
http://issuu.com/skybooks/docs/spring_creek_project_residency_final
http://issuu.com/skybooks/docs/spring_creek_project_residency_final
https://fenwaycommunitycenter.org/
https://fenwaycommunitycenter.org/
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/05/fenway-zoning-public-meeting
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/05/fenway-zoning-public-meeting
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/05/fenway-zoning-public-meeting
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/06/longwood-place-impact-advisory-group-meeting
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/06/longwood-place-impact-advisory-group-meeting
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/06/longwood-place-impact-advisory-group-meeting
http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar/2022/12/06/longwood-place-impact-advisory-group-meeting
mailto:lauren.bryant%40boston.gov?subject=
mailto:lauren.bryant%40boston.gov?subject=
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Comments Due Dec. 2 On Proposal For 409 Huntington Ave. 
The deadline for public comments on a proposed 19-story residential project at Hemenway 
and Forsyth streets and Huntington Avenue is Dec. 2. Owner Sam Slater wants to convert 
an existing five-and-a-half-story apartment building into a high-rise. Technically located 
in City Council District 8, the site sits on the edge of District 7, represented by Councilor 
Tania Fernandes Anderson.

A Nov. 16 public meeting repeated the October presentation shared with the project’s 
Impact Advisory Group. Concerns were raised at both meetings about shadows the 
building would cast on public parkland. The meeting ended quickly—it was less than 60 
minutes.

Architect Brian O’Connor of CUBE 3 Architects compared the proposed height with 
nearby buildings: Northeastern’s building H across Huntington, MassArt’s Tower at 621 
Huntington Ave., MassArt’s Treehouse dorm, and the 32-story glass tower soon to be 
under construction at 252-264 Huntington Ave. O’Connor’s recent Boston work includes 
the high-rise LightView dormitory on Burke Street.

IAG member Richard Giordano applauded the developers’ plan for housing instead 
of a lab and was unconcerned about future shadows. “People should keep the big picture 
in mind,” he said. Kelly Brilliant and Tim Horn rebutted. Horn said, “we don’t get more 
parkland, parks are what makes an urban neighborhood livable.”

City Eyes New Funding For Our Lady’s Guild House
Apparently, Our Lady’s Guild House hasn’t been sold yet. However, the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing, together with Pine Street Inn, hopes to fund the purchase with $14 million in 
federal community-development block grants. The City itself administers that program. 
Plans call for renovation of the six-story building in Kenmore Square to create 80 to 90 
units of affordable housing, with at least 25 percent set aside for extremely low-income 
households. The renovation would also reserve one floor for current long-term residents, 
although many have left during a years-long campaign of petty harassment run by the 
former owner’s property manager. Pine Street Inn will play an active role in providing 
supportive programming for residents.

Neighborhood Newsline

After two years as a virtual event, the School of the Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts 
art sale returned to an in-person experience. The sale—featuring more than 1,000 
works created by 250 alumni, students, faculty, and friends of the school—ran 
from Nov. 4 to 6.

SMFA ART SALE

PH
O

TO
: A

LI
SO

N 
PU

LT
IN

AS

The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston 
hereby gives notice, in accordance with 
Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as amended, 
that a virtual public hearing will be held 
on December 14, 2022, at 9:00 A.M., in 
connection with a petition for approval 
of the Fourth Amendment to Boston 
Children’s Hospital Institutional Master Plan 
(“Fourth Amendment”) filed by the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority d/b/a the Boston 
Planning & Development Agency. 

Said Fourth Amendment proposes the follow-
ing changes: (1) approval of the change in use 
of its property at 819 Beacon Street from the 
proposed office and retail uses, to a residen-
tial project including: (i) the non-institutional 
housing component, including three hundred 
seventy-seven (377) residential rental units, 
being pursued by Scape Beacon, LLC, an affili-
ate of Scape Student Living, Ltd., and (ii) the 
institutional component of short-term housing 
for families of patients that are receiving medi-
cal care at Children’s Campus; and (2) approval 

of the 200-space below-grade parking garage, 
a reduction from the institutional parking use 
previously approved for the Project Site.

This meeting will only be held virtually 
and not in person. You can participate in 
this meeting by going to https://bit.ly/
BZC_December 2022. Copies of the petition, 
the proposed IMP and a map of the area 
involved may be obtained from the Zoning 
Commission electronically, and you may also 
submit written comments or questions to 
zoningcommission@boston.gov.

Interpreting services are available to com-
municate information at this hearing. If you 
require interpreting services, please contact 
the following: zoningcommission@boston.gov 
or 617-918-4308. The meeting is scheduled for 
December 14, 2022. Please request interpreting 
services no later than December 10, 2022.

FOR THE COMMISSION
JEFFREY M. HAMPTON
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

ZONING HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE

> COMMUNITY MEETINGS from page 5
TUE, DEC. 13 The BPDA hosts a public 
meeting on the LONGWOOD PLACE proposal 
located in the LMA. The meeting will 
discuss the proposed Planned Development 
Area development plan for redeveloping 
the site, the existing Simmons University 
residential campus. Register in advance at 
bit.ly/3Xd9WIs. Contact sarah.black@
boston.gov with questions. 6pm.
TUE, DEC. 13 The Ward 4 Democratic 
Committee hosts its ANNUAL HOLIDAY 

PARTY at Petit Robert Bistro in the 
South End, featuring a holiday dessert 
competition that anyone can enter. If 
you’d like to donate to support the event, 
visit https://secure.actblue.com/donate/
ward4dems2022holiday. 6–8pm. 
WED, DEC. 14 Join the Fenway CDC for 
a 55 Bus Route Coalition Meeting. 
10am on Zoom. Join at https://tinyurl.
com/55Coalition. Contact Leo Ruiz Sanchez 
at lruizsanchez@fenwaycdc.org or (857) 
302-0523 with any questions.

https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsde6hqzstEs7nafIgWUZJQnfB8Ut7MyY
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ward4dems2022holiday
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ward4dems2022holiday
mailto:lruizsanchez%40fenwaycdc.org?subject=


Independent eateries do so much to define our 
community, so we collaborated with the Mission 

Hill Fenway Neighborhood Trust to raise their profiles 
with our Eat Here! campaign. Through May we’ll run 

a full page listing about 80 locally owned restaurants. 
When you Eat Here! you help local businesses thrive 
and continue making the Fenway, Mission Hill, and 
Audubon Circle special places to live. 

Audubon Boston
838 Beacon Street 
(617) 421-1910
www.audubonboston.
com/site/

Bar ’Cino
1032 Beacon Street 
(617) 608-3220
barcino.com/brook-
line/

Futago Udon
508 Park Drive 
(617) 505-6157
www.facebook.
com/Futago-Udon- 
564602680690873/

Giggling Rice
(TAKEOUT ONLY) 
1009 Beacon Street 
(617) 655-8443
www.gigglingricethai-
togobrookline.com/

Japonaise Bakery
(TEMPORARILY CLOSED)
999 Beacon Street 
(617) 566-7730
www.facebook.com/
CafeJaponaise/

Sol Azteca
914 Beacon Street 
(617) 262-0909
www.solaztecaboston.
com/

Taberna De Haro
999 Beacon Street 
(857) 743-4035
www.tabernaboston.
com/

Audubon 
Circle

West  
Fens 

Basho Japanese 
Brasserie
1338 Boylston St. 
(617) 262-1338 
www.bashojapanese-
brasserie.com/

Bennett’s Sandwich 
Shop
1348 Boylston St. 
(857) 239-9736
www.bennettssand-
wichshop.com/

Blackbird 
Doughnuts
20 Kilmarnock St. 
(617) 482-9000
www.blackbirddough-
nuts.com/

Citizen House & 
Public Oyster Bar
1310 Boylston St. 
(617) 450-9000
https://www.citizen-
pub.com/

College Pizza
50 Queensberry St. 
(617) 266-4919
www.collegepiz-
zamenu.com/

El Pelón Taquería
92 Peterborough St. 
(617) 262-9090
www.elpelon.com/

Eventide Oyster Co.
1321 Boylston St. 
(617) 545-1060
www.eventideoyster-
co.com/eventide- 
fenway/

FoMu
140 Brookline Ave. 
(857) 284-7229
www.fomuicecream.
com/

Gyro City
1502 Tremont St. 
(617) 266-4976
www.gyrocity.com/

Hojoko
1271 Boylston St. 
(617) 670-0507
www.hojokoboston.
com/

Kappo Sushi  
and Ramen
86 Peterborough St. 
(857) 263-8168
www.sushikappo.com/

M&J Teriyaki
130 Jersey St. 
(617) 424-0900
www.mjteriyaki-ma.
com/

Nathálie Wine Bar
186 Brookline Ave. 
(857) 317-3884
www.nathaliebar.com/

Pavement
1334 Boylston St. 
(857] 263-7355
pavementcoffeehouse.
com/

Phinista Cafe
96 Peterborough St. 
(617) 266-7700
www.phinista.com/

Regina Pizzeria
1330 Boylston St. 
(617) 266-9210
www.pizzeriaregina.
com/fenway.html

Rod Thai
94 Peterborough St. 
(617) 859-0969
www.rodthaifenway.
com/

Saloniki Greek
4 Kilmarnock St. 
(617) 266-0001
www.salonikigreek.
com/

The Sipping Room 
by Breeze
132 Jersey St. 
(617) 412-6668
www.facebook.com/
thesippingroomby-
breeze/

Sojuba
1260 Boylston St. 
(617) 424-1260
www.sojubaboston.
com/

Suffra 
Mediterranean
96 Peterborough St. 
(781) 645-8080
www.suframediterra-
neanfood.com/

Sweet Cheeks Q
1381 Boylston St. 
(617) 266-1300
www.sweetcheeksq.
com/

Tasty Burger
1301 Boylston St. 
(617) 425-4444
https://www.tasty-
burger.com/

Symphony Sushi
44 Gainsborough St. 
(617) 262-3888
symphonysushi.com/ 

Sombrero Chiquito
197A Mass. Ave. 
(857) 265-3254
sombreroboston.com/

Supreme Pizza
177 Mass Ave. 
(617) 247-8252
https://www.eatsu-
premepizza.com/

Tori Japan
1110 Boylston St. 
(857) 265-3642
https://www.torijapan.
com/

The Westland
10 Westland Ave. 
(617) 208-6292
https://www.west-
landboston.com/

Woody’s Grill & Tap
58 Hemenway St. 
(617) 375-9663
https://www.woodysf-
enway.com/

East  
Fens

AK’s Takeout & 
Delivery
1427 Tremont Street 
(617) 541-0300
www.akstakeout.com/
aks-roxbury/

Brigham Circle 
Chinese Food
728 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 278-2000
orderbrighamcirclechi-
nesefood.com/

Boba Me Bubble Tea
1520 Tremont Street 
617.203.6480
www.bobameboston.com 

Chacho’s Pizza  
& Subs
1502 Tremont St. 
(617) 445-6738
www.chachospizza-
subs.com/

Chilocates Mexican 
Street Food
1482A Tremont St. 
(617) 286-3888
www.chilacates.mx/
location/chilacates-
mission-hill/

Crispy Dough 
Pizzeria
1514 Tremont St. 
(617) 445-7799
crispydoughpizzeria.
com/

Flames Jamaican 
Restaurant
746 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 743-4035
flamesjamaicanrestau-
rants.com/index-2.
html

Flann O’Brien’s
1619 Tremont St. 
(617) 566-7744
flanns.com/

Ginger Exchange
1625 Tremont St. 
(617) 739-8888
https://www.gingerex-
change.com/mission/#

Halal Indian 
Cuisine
736 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 232-5000
www.halalindiancui-
sineboston.com/

Il Mondo Pizzeria
1502 Tremont St. 
(617) 445-6738
ilmondopizza.com/

Joseph’s Pizza & Subs
8 S. Huntington Ave. 
617.731.9880 
www.josephspiz-
zashop.com

Laughing Monk 
Cafe
737 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 232-8000
www.laughingmonkca-
fe.com/

Lilly’s Gourmet 
Pasta Express
1528 Tremont St. 
(617) 427-8080
lillysgourmetpasta.
com/

Mama’s Place
764 Huntington Ave. 
617.566.1300 
www.orderma-
masplacemenu.com

Mission 
Hill

Amelia’s Taqueria
1076 Boylston St. 
(617) 233-2100
https://www.amelias-
taqueria.com/

The Bebop
1502 Tremont St. 
(617) 445-6738
https://www.chachos-
pizzasubs.com/ 

Bobo Cafe
137 Mass. Ave.
(No phone or URL 
available)

Dumpling Palace
179 Mass. Ave.
(617) 266-8888
https://www.dump-
ling-palace.com/

Energize
265g Mass. Ave. 
(857) 317-3868
https://energizebos-
ton.com/

Ginger Exchange
250 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 867-9999
www.gingerexchange.
com/symphony/

Haju Kitchen 
175 Mass. Ave. 
(617) 982-7118
haju-kitchen.business.
site/

Ichiban Yakitori
144 Westland Ave. 
(617) 236-7907
ichibanboston.net/

Love Art Sushi
1 Haviland St. 
(617) 982-6953
loveartsushi.com/

Mumbai Spice
251 Mass Ave. 
(857) 350-4305
mumbaispiceboston.
com/ 

Oakleaf Cakes  
Bake Shop
12 Westland Ave. 
(617) 299-1504
oakleafcakes.com/

Pad Thai Cafe
6 Hemenway St. 
(617) 267-2828
www.padthai.cafe/ 
order-online

Pavement
44 Gainsborough St. 
(617) 859-7080
pavementcoffeehouse.
com/

Pho Basil
177A Mass. Ave.
(617) 262-5377
phobasilboston.com/

Saigon Fusion
201 Mass. Ave. 
(617) 236-1464
www.facebook.com/
Saigon-Fusion/ 

Shin Hakata Ramen
173 Mass. Ave. 
(857) 350-3923
www.shinhakatara-
menboston.com/

Mike’s Donuts
1524 Tremont St. 
(617) 427-6828
www.mikesdonutsbos-
ton.com/

The Mission Bar 
and Grill
724 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 566-1244
www.themissionbar.
com/

Montecristo 
Mexican Grill
748A Huntington Ave. 
(617) 232-2228
montecristomission-
hill.com/

Nachlo Mexican & 
Pakistani Cuisine
1443 Tremont St. 
(617) 516-8730
nachloboston.com/

Papa’s Pizza Co.
682 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 648-7272
papaspizzacompany.
com/

Penguin Pizza
735 Huntington Ave. 
(617) 277-9200
www.thepenguinpizza.
com/

Pizzeria Milkweed
1508 Tremont St. 
(617) 516-8913
www.eatatmilkweed.
com/

The Puddingstone 
Tavern
1592 Tremont St. 
(617) 435-7663
thepuddingstone-
tavern.com/

Solid Ground Cafe
742 Huntington Ave.
(617) 445-6738
www.solidgroundcafe.
com/

The Squealing  
Pig Pub
134 Smith Street 
(617) 566-6651
squealingpigpubs.
com/boston/

Sushi Today
1562 Tremont St. 
(617) 738-0888
sushi-today.com/

Tavern of Tales
1478 Tremont St. 
(617) 7080172
www.tavernoftales.
com//

Tremont House  
of Pizza
1590 Tremont St. 
(617) 566-5120
tremonthouseofpizza.
com/

Wok N Talk
23 S. Huntington Ave. 
617.487.8262
www.wokntalkboston.
com

Thaitation
129 Jersey St. 
(617) 585-9909
www.bostonthaitation.
com/

Thornton’s  
Fenway Grille
100 Peterborough St. 
(617) 421-0104
www.facebook.com/
thorntonsfenwaygrille/

Wow!!Tikka
84 Peterborough ST.
(857) 250-2062
https://wowtikka.com/

A grant from the Mission Hill Fenway Neighborhood Trust  
makes EAT HERE! possible. Visit https://missionhillfenwaynt.org/
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